What You’ll Need To Bring to Class:

Flat Collar: (buckle or Martingale style) and, if you prefer, a well-fitted traditional style harness can be added. Easy walk or other harnesses/head collars can be discussed on an as-needed basis.
Leash:  A 6-foot light-weight leather or nylon leash (no chain or retractable).  All dangling items, rings, charms, poop bag holders should be removed so as not to distract the dog if they become an issue. 

Toys and/or treats:  HIGH VALUE ($50-$100/hour level) toys and treats (see chart below)!  Bring a few things in case what you thought was going to work doesn’t.  Please avoid crumbly/crunchy cookie-type treats.
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For nose work classes: Sometimes, your usual food reward for other activities is not high enough value for nose work. We’ve found some of the following to be very motivating:  Tuna, sardines, salmon, bleu cheese, ham hocks, sausages, mackerel, meatballs, liverwurst, and hot dogs.  

Treat pouch/bait bag:  Please bring a wearable pouch (fanny pack can work in a pinch) or bait bag in which to put the food for easy access during training (no plastic baggies).

Mat or blanket for your dog: Some dogs prefer to lay on a soft surface over the floor and may avoid settling down if they don’t have something to lay on.

Hungry & Motivated Dog:  Please either don’t feed your dog before the class, or feed a reduced meal so that your dog is hungry and motivated.  Also, if you have a high energy dog, please don’t burn them out with a long hike or play session before the class.  

Puppy classes only:  

Mat to Sit on:  This one is for you, not your dog.  Owners will be sitting on the floor (so long as they are physically able to do so) with their puppies and you may prefer something more comfortable than the floor. 

Brush: There will be time between exercises where you may want to practice getting your dog used to being brushed and groomed.  
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You wouldn’t do most tasks for minimum wage, so don't expect your dog to!
$100/boar

Alternative forms of “pay”

*play

REAL MEAT!

Chicken, beef, *real life rewards

meatballs, -going outside
sausage, -breakfast/dinner “9
etc. ~excercise (walk/run)

High quality
kibbles,
soft treats,

string cheese

Winning the lottery

JACKPOT - a rapid-fire feeding of
several treats (minimum of five) for a
behavior in a very short period of
time (seconds not minutes!)

Crunchy biscuits
(Milkbones) or low
quality Kibbles

Crowded event,
competition, or

a group dog training
class
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